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COMPLETE LISTING OF CT ATMS 
m ASCEN DING ORDER WITH STATUS INDTrATOP 

TfflS LISTING OF CLAIMS WILL REPLACE ALL PRIOR VERSIONS AND 
LISTING OF CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION. 
Please rewrite the claims as set forth below: 

1 . (Original) A method of encrypting information, comprising: 

generating a first collection and a second collection of encryption bits in a key supply 

device; 

supplying said first collection of encryption bits to a key storage module; 
storing said first collection of encryption bits in a memory of said key storage module; 
transporting said key storage module to a data production device; 
connecting said key storage module to said data production device; 
supplying said first collection of encryption bits fi-om said module to said data 
production device; 

deleting said first collection of encryption bits firom said memory of said key storage 
module; and 

encrypting data produced by said data production device using said first collection of 
encryption bits, 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
transporting said key storage module to said key supply device; 
connecting said key storage module to said key supply device; 

supplying said second collection of encryption bits from said key supply device to 
said key storage module; and 

storing said second collection of encryption bits in the memory of the key storage 
module. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Original) The metiiod of claim 1 , furtiier comprising: 
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supplying power from said data production device to said key storage module after 
said key storage module is connected with said data production device. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

supplying power from said key supply device to said key storage module after said 
key storage module is connected with said key supply device. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

storing said encrypted data in a memory of said data production device. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said data production device comprises a 
communication device. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

transmitting said encrypted data from said communication device to another 
communication device. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of efaim-g encrypting informatinti^-fi^rtW 
comprising : 

receiving a fixed auantilv of encryption bits within a key storage modnlfi- 
retrieving a quantity of encryption bits frrn n a memory of the kev storage module connected 
to a port of a communication device, w herein said retrieval dep letes a total amnimt nf 
encryptio n bits stored in the kev storage modiile; 

determining whether said retrieval depletes said stored encryption bits below a 
predetermined amoun t; and 

encrypting data transmitted from said cnmr nunication device using said quantity of 
encryption bits . 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, fiarther comprising: 

signaling an encryption bit insufficiency condition when said retrieval depletes said 
stored encryption bits below said predetermined amount. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

receiving a second quantity of encryption bits from a key supply device based on said 
determination. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The A syste m of claim 1 4 , for encrvpting informatioTi , 
comprising: 

a key storage module configured to: 

st ore a fixed quantity of encryption bits in a memory of said key storage 

module: and 

a communication device confi gured to: 

retriev e a quantity of encryption bits from said memory of said key storag e 

mpdule, wherein said retrieval depletes f r om the fixed quantity of encryption bits stored in 
the key storage module, and 

encrypt data transmitted from said co m munication device using said q uantity 

of encryption bits^ 

wherein said key storage module is further configured to; determine whether said 
retrieval depletes said stored enciyption bits below a specified amount. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 15, wherein said key storage module if is 
further configured to: 

signal an encryption bit insufficiency condition when said retrieval depletes said 
stored encryption bits below said specified amount. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 1 5, wherein said key storage module is further 
configured to; 

receive a second quantity of encryption bits from a key supply device based on said 
determination. 

18. (Cancelled) 
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19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling at least one processor to perfomi a method of encrypting information at a 
communication device, the method comprising; 

retrieving a quantity of encryption bits from a memory of a key storage module 
connected to a port of said communication device, wherein said retrieval depletes a total 
amount of encryption bits stored in the key storage module, 

determining whether said retrie val depletes said stored enci^yption hits halnw « 
predetermined amount^ and 

encrypting data transmitted from said communication device using said quantity of 
encryption bits. 

21 . (Previously presented) A method of encrypting information, comprising: 

generating a first collection and a second collection of encryption bits in a key supply 

device; 

supplying said first collection of encryption bits to a key storage module; 
storing said first collection of encryption bits in a memory of said key storage module; 
transporting said key storage module to a data production device; 
connecting said key storage module to said data production device; 
supplying said first collection of encryption bits from said module to said data 
production device; 

deleting said first collection of encryption bits from said memory of said key storage 
module; 

encrypting data produced by said data production device using said first collection of 
encryption bits; 

transporting said key storage module to said key supply device; 
connecting said key storage module to said key supply device; 
supplying said second collection of encryption bits from said key supply device to 
said key storage module; 

storing said second collection of encryption bits in the memory of flie key storage 
module; 

transporting said key storage module to the data production device; 
connecting said key storage module to the data production device; 
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supplying the second collection of encryption bits fiom said module to said data 
production device; 

deleting said second collection of encryption bits from the memory of said key 
storage module; and 

encrypting data produced by said data production device using said second collection 
of encryption bits. 

22. (Previously presented) A method of encrypting information, comprising: 

retrieving a quantity of encryption bits from a memory of a key storage module 
connected to a port of a communication device, wherein said retrieval depletes a total amount 
of encryption bits stored in the key storage module; 

enciypting data transmitted from said communication device using said quantity of 
encryption bits; 

determining whether said retrieval depletes said stored encryption bits below a 
predetermined amount; 

receiving a second quantity of encryption bits from a key supply device based on said 
determination; and 

storing said second quantity of encryption bits m said memory of said key storage 
module, wherein said second quantity of encryption bits replenishes a total amount of 
encryption bits stored in said key storage module. 

23. (Previously presented) A system for encrypting information, comprising: 
a key storage module configured to: 

store encryption bits in a memory of said key storage module; and 
a conamunication device configured to: 

retrieve a quantity of encryption bits from said memory of said key storage 
module, wherein said retrieval depletes a total amount of encryption bits stored in the key 
storage module, and 

encrypt data transmitted from said communication device using said quantity 
of encryption bits; 

wherein said key storage module is further configured to: 

determine whether said retrieval depletes said stored encryption bits below a 
specified amount, 
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receive a second quantity of encryption bits from a key supply device based on 
said determination, and 

store said second quantity of encryption bits in said memory, wherein said 
second quantity of encryption bits replenishes a total amount of encryption bits stored in said 
key storage module. 
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